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Vowels and Dipthongs
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Its occurerce over the final consonant symbol of a silable shortens the vowel o that
syllable.Ina syllabie with no written vowel, it si gnals the short inherent vowd, i.e, la/. after a
first series consonant symbol, and, after a second series consonant symbad .

This is usedto corwett nd series consonant symbols, which have no courterpatts in the 1st
seties, to 1st series symbols thus indicating a 13t series pronunciation of the vowel symbad.

This is usedtocorvert the first sefies symbas, which have no second series counterparts, to
the_secu'llda'senes symbas, so that the following vowel symbol is pronounced with its second
seties valu

This has the same value asthe shortinhererf vowd +mi:l-am!

This has the same value asthe short 16

This symbd is placed over the final corsonant symbol of certain ebymologcal speliings to
indcate that the corsonant symbal is not to be pronownced. Any vowels or subscript
consonants which accomparny the cancelled consonant are likewise rendered silent.

Inmost words, it occurs aver a final cons mmant sym bol, neither the marker nor the sym bol over
which it occwrs is pronounced, It may also be used o change the vowe as well as to cancel
the final consonant symbal. When appearing over a m edial consonant, itis pronounced as the
intruded svilabie /+e- precedngthe consorant over which it appears.

This always represerts a final i-W after a short syllable. When no vowelis wiitten, it represents
an ‘ahf.

This occurs only after consonant symbas that are to be pronounced as stressed silables
either at the end of a word of precedng an internal juncture in compounds. This is also used
as a diacritic marker to describe the pronurciation of any consonant symba which is to be
pronounced as an independent swilable, whether stressed or unstressed.

Onrly occurs ona few words, i e, then and which

This symbd which s written above a character 15 used (o show that & consorant symba is
pronourcedasa final consorant rather than the initial of a following swllable.

This is used to mark the point of insertion of an omitted word or consonart symbal. It also
occurs in certain parficles that are nomally pronounced with a ti gh or tising intoration.

Aspaceis analogous to an Englishcomma.

This is a ful stop. Tt occuws Tess frequently than the full stop in English. This nomally occus
only ak the end of a paragraph.

This symboal is a full stop thatim pii es more firality than the form e [above). It marks the entire
end of a chapter of an ertire text.

This is full stop symbol that marks the absdute end of a texd. It is usually reserved for poelic or

©¥ | el gous texts.
This is an embellishiment said to represert the runk o the elephart god Ganesha, which
@ marks the begnning of literaryandreligious texts.
Itis used inmuch the same way asthe colon in English.
o
o

=

Indicates thatthe word or phrase after whichit occursis to be repeated.

4

This is usually usedtorepresent et cetera.

Usedtoindicatethat a word has been interrupted at the end of a line and is continued in the
next. It is also used in verse where the poetic measure requires that a word be divided into 2

MEAsSWwes.

Basic Conversation

Hello: johm riab sua/sua s'dei

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/GenX _jt_mtjr/GenXKhmer.html

Verbix: Khmer notes

Page 3 of 6

8.4.2002



Grammaire Khmére Page 1 of 2

A2 - LES CONSONNES

Comme nous I'avons dit, les 33 consonnes khméres portent en elles-mémes le son a (prononcez
comme le aw anglais) ou le son or selon qu'elles appartiennent a la catégorie "aigiie" ou a celle dite
"grave". Pour par exemple écrire le mot KaK (Qaw(Q in English) on prend la consonne Ka et la place
devant une autre Ka. On décide que la premiére Ka conserve sa voyelle innée a mais que la
deuxiéme Ka devienne muette comme toute consonne digne de ce nom. On obtient ainsi, sans
voyelle, le mot KaK qui signifie geler. Nous verrons bientdt que cette fagon de "gagner une voyelle"
fera perdre beaucoup de choses & I' écriture khmere. Ce semi-syllabisme est hérité du sanskrit ou les

mots-racines se terminent tous par "a" ou "or" et forment les phrases par désinence avec les voyelles
0, am, aa, i, etc. Voici les 33 consonnes (ou semi-syllabes) khméres :

P . < ch
N Ka, 2 KHa, B Kor. UJ KHor, 13 NGor 9 GcHa, I3 CHHa, [ CHor,

{390 129 1 gy, \RgAa I A8y 1385 Ve 13gg
[(UJ cHHor, I NHor 1 H Da, U DHa, & Dor, [ DHor, (T Na 9
"V yg | 389 g4 13en \3ge \IYD (e RV
fiTa, B3 THa . 3 Tor, 0§ THor, SNor 91 UBa. ﬁPHa,mF’or,ﬁPHor,
- 2F 1320 394 392 1393 \AGe M5 XT3 \799
U Mor mYor,jRor,mLor,jVor,fUSa,mHa,@JLa,Hﬁ 9
(19 ¢ 3 ag 1354 \3qp 13 9¢ VU \FA0 134 34z

La catégorie aigiie inclut donc les consonnes Ka, KHa, CHa, CHHa, Da, DHa, Na, Ta, THa,
Ba, PHa, Sa, Ha, La, A. La catégorie grave comprend : Kor, KHor, NGor, CHor, CHHor, NHor,
Dor, DHor, Tor, THor, Nor, Por, PHor, Mor, Yor, Ror, Lor, Vor. Remarquons que DHa et DHor,
malgré qu'elles aient leur propre caractére, se prononcent exactement comme THa et THor.

A3 - CONSONNES PLUS VOYELLES

AIGUE Les consonnes deviennent GRAVE
e ey quand méme muettes quand elles se

A m A 7® ® 7 | combinentavec d'autres voyelles et " M A R §F &
Ka ok 1351 20f Egﬂﬁggﬂ ne dpment que leur soufﬂ; dans la Kor Kir Kic Ki Keuc Keu
& ou  ye Ay _;jaa fabrication des syllabes. Si la . e (2 Tﬁj
e e B o LZF premiére consonne est Ka, sa L

~ K%c IZS"Knur Kagu Keua combinaison avec la voyelle ir Kouc Kou Kfur Que Keua
1A 17 {F A 1@ | donneKir et non Ka-ir. Voyons W 1w W i
R Keh Kao Kail Kau maintenant la différence entre les Kir Keueh Ker Quey Quo

Gu  gew g _o  _ catégories "aigiie" et "grave". En
sl noAl ™ g g g

~ 2 & - -
) , w7 A Al ws
19§ <ts +es +cc +ca || khmer c'est la consonne et non la

Kao Kom Kam Kamm Kah voyelle qui dicte le son. Prenons la anv Koum Koum Koam Keah
ne e frie  1mM8 voyelle "0", avec la consonne aigiie A8 Fe {78 1518
K¢ o N Kay T+ . .

Eéc;s ‘Tzugé l?es? Kaoﬁc Ka ¢a donne Ko mais avec la Kiss Kouss Queh Quoh

consonne grave Kor ¢a donnhe Kou.
On peut comparer les combinaisons
completes des 25 voyelles avec les
consonnes Ka (aigiie) et Kor
(grave) dans les deux tableaux
adjacents.

A ce stade-ci il ne faut pas non plus se décourager car ce ne sont que des syllabes, pas encore
des vrais mots khmers. On peut déja noter des répétitions, des double-emplois et ce sera ainsi pour
les autres couples KHa-KHor, CHa-CHor, CHHa-CHHor, Da-Dor, DHa-DHor, Ta-Tor, THa-THor,
Na-Nor, PHa-PHor et enfin Lor-La. Les débutants peuvent faire eux-mémes des exercices écrits et
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oraux sur toutes les 33 consonnes. Voici en prime 50 autres sons produits par Na et Nor :

AIGUS : Na, Naa, Nec, Nei, Ne, Nee, Noc, No, Nour, Naeu, Neua, Nir, Neh, Nai, Naii, Nau,
Nao, Nom, Nam, Namm, Nass, Ness, Noss, Ness, Naoh.

GRAVES : Nor, Nir, Nic, Ni, Neuc, Neu, Nouc, Nou, Nour, Noeu, Neua, Nir, Neueh, Ner,
Neui, Neuo, Neuv, Noum, Noum, Noam, Neuah, Niss, Nouss, Nerss, Nourh.

KH/NHOW\
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