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Some Intriguing Aspects of Quechua

An overview of Quechua, the main native language of the Andes, including
a general introduction to the language
and then (intended particularly for linguists)
details on some particularly intriguing aspects of its
historical phonology, contact phenomena, sociolinguistics, and agglutinating morphology.
click to go straight to:Contents
If you're not a linguist and not familiar with linguistic terminology,
then the first few sections of what follows should be no problem,
but thereafter things do get rather technical, and you might like to try

the presentation of Quechua on Mark Rosenfelder's webpage at

http://www.zompist.com/quechua. html

which is a bit more layman-friendly than mine here.
Not that it is any the less informative for it - it's excellent and clear, highly recommended.
(Note also that he presents the Ayacucho dialect, as opposed to the Cuzco-Bolivian one here.)

What follows here is the text of a presentation I gave
at a linguistics seminar at the University of Cambridge (UK),
which was aimed at linguists to give them an overview
of a wide range of characteristics of Quechua
which might be of particular interest to linguists.

This presentation discusses in detail mainly the
CUZCO-BOLIVIAN DIALECT of Quechua,
but covers also many general features which are common to all dialects.

NOTE: All text in GREEN is in the International Phonetic Alphabet,
and can be viewed with the SILDoulosIPA font,

N which can be downloaded free from the IPA webpage:

http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/IPA/ipafonts.html
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