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" Lesson in Papiamento (The Basics)
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The language of Papiamento is spoken on the Island of Aruba. It is a mixture of several languages
which include Spanish, Dutch, English, Portugess and African and Indian words. Today most
Arubans speak English, Dutch and Spanish.

The Alphabet:

ABCCiChDDjEFGHIJKLMNﬁOPQRSShSiTUVWXYZZj

Single Vowels:
Vowel |Rules Examples
- as in paw awa, caso, tata
a as in cat, yet short with no glide, before 1 and u mal, Paula
as in they , with no glide mesa, bela, tela
© as in fix exacto, examen, extremo
@ |asinpet cén, pechi, néchi
. as in police piso, hilu, fini
! as in fix for Dutch words: mik, bril
O | asinlow, with no glide bolo, poco, bor
O |asinnot rom, col, boter, cora
as in fool un, esun, gustu
3 u
as in book for Dutch words: krul, bus, truk, stut
Ui |asin?? | bergiiensa
Combined Vowels:
Vowel | Rules Examples
aa |asin?? waak, straat
Semivowel when 1st member when
c followed by a or o teatro, orea, deseo
ee |asin?? meneer, meester, geel
Semiconstant when 1st member, as in year. | diablo, papia, piesa, bientu, sabio, salario, ciudad
1 | Semivowel when 2nd member, as in life, . . . .
they, oi in Spanish hoy, ui in we (???) paila, feila, Zoila (a name), puiru
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| leu |7? TEeu, pieu
00 |asinload potlood
Semiconstant when 1st member, as in wet. | cuadro, quater, cuenta, anguel, cuido, puiru, cuota
U Semivowelwhen2nd meber, s 01| o, iudd, bon,Cosn
ule |asin?? quier
Note:

Accented vowels (4 é i 6 1) are expressed with stress and when used along with another vowel, each is
then expressed as a seperate identity (ie; dia: dee-ah)

The Constants:
~
Letter | Rules Examples
b | asin English buki, baca, bini, busca
like k before a, o, u cama, come, cuminda
¢ like s before e and i cén, cende, cine
as in English mucha, chuculati, chumbu
ch as Spanish g in gente (roll g in back of throat) toch
. | pronounced as sh when proceeded by vowel cien, cielu, Francia
c1 exceptions as in: ciegu, social
as in English, less explosive diki, drenta
d like t when at end of a word berdad, birtud
1 dj |asinjaw djaka, djis
f |asin fine fini, fraces, friu

as in agony, before a, 0, u

galifia, gai, gustu, grandi, glas

as in hole, before e or i

gel, general, pagina

to retain g-sound in agony, a u is added

sigui, guepi

as in English huma, hole, haci
as in yawn, stonger palatal friction juni, juli, jan
like h in: joropo

k | asinEnglish kuki, buki, kamber
1 as in lock lampi, lechi, liber, ala, gel
m | asin many mama, Maria, mesa

http://www.members.home.net/scholeyg/papiabsc.htm

Verbix: Papiamentu notes

25.11.1999



Verbix: Papiamentu notes



Verbix: Papiamentu notes



