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Talk Jamaican!

Jamaicans speak a unique version of English like no one else in the world. Below is a sampling of
what some "English experts” has labeled "patois" but what we Jamaicans call "Real English".

¢ "A fe me car”
Translation: "It's my car.”
e "Mia-go lefitoday”
Translation : "l am leaving today”
e "Im too hard of Aise”
Translation: "He/She is too hard of ears”
e "Axéar de question”
Translation : "Ask her the question”
s "Him is badda than dem" "No baddammi”
Translation: "He is worse than they are” "Don't bother me”
o "Is bare dog down inna that yard"
Translation :"Is only dogs in that vard”
e "No badda bawl im soon come back”
Translation : "Don't bother crying he'll soon be back
e "Sell*mi a bokkle of isle”
Translation :"Sell me a bottle of 0il”
o "Datis fe mi bredda”
Translation :"That is my brother”
e "ls who brukide bokkle of isle”
Translation : "Who broke the bottle of oil
s "Coodeh, yuh seedde big bud in the tree”
Translation :"Look at the big bird in the tree”
o "Bwaay! Mi did tinkde test was cazy.
Translation :"Boy! I though that test would have been easy.
e "The parson seythat the marriage cerfitikate soon comesin the mail”
Translation : "The pastor said that the marriage certificate will be coming soon in the mail"
e "Ilove'chalklit cake with nuff iceninig”
Translation : "I love chocolate cake with plenty of icing.
e "Mi a-gdiback to work on Chewsday"
Translation : "I am going back to work on Tuesday”
e "The chuck needtree new tyres”
Translation : "The truck will need three new tire"
¢ "Cuyah, she gwan like she nice eee”
Translation :"Look at that, she acts like she 1s so nice"
e "Choble nuh nice” "Yuh ina big choble”
Translation: "Trouble is not nice” "You are in big trouble”
» "Mi cyaff helptyuh with dat problem”
Translation : "I cannot help you with that problem™
e Cyar: "Mi liké'yuh cris cyar”
Translation "I like your new car”
o "Did yuh sed dat" "A who dat"
Translation: "Did vou see that” "Who is that”
e "Dat dawta pretty lika money” "Is my dawta”
Translation: "That daughter is pretty like money” "Is my daughter”
s "Mista Brown dwag bitetmi"
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