PHONETICS

§ 1. The total number of phonemes in the Dssetic literary languaye
lg defined as 35. Of thusw, 7 are vowels, 2 are semi-vowels, and 26 are
consonants,

Vowels

§ 2. The vowels are differentiated by tongue poaition (front, back,
and central), tongue height (low, mid, aud high), lip~involvement {labi-
alized and unlabialized), width of mouth and lip opening (open and close),
and by duration or quantity {short and long).

~ § 3. The system of vowels in Ogsetic can be presented in the fal-
lowing diagram (hased on V. 5. Sokelova):

[*59 ed.] ['52 ed.]

We have, then, two front vowels € 1, three central & o ¥, and two
~ack O F. 'The laat two are characterized in addition by liperounding and
are labialized,

The voweals are distinguished accarding ta the amount af apenness; they
differ as follows: u is open, ® (midway between 2 and ®) is closer,.
€ B O are atill more clore, and finally come U Y.

§ 4. The following can be said regarding individual vowels:

4 1is a low central vowel; close to Russian & under stress, but some-
what more backed: apr ‘fire', umal '‘mother’, xpama ‘dagger’.

m is A low mid central vowel, but considerably more fronted than a3
il does nol have an exact equivalent in Hussian and only in certain casces can
be likened to Russian unstressed i, remaining, however, more fronted,
longer, and more gqualitalively distioncl: g ‘without®, = *len'; the Ou-
setic » in %}m *to that side’ is somewhat like the sccond a in the Rus-
sian word TP .
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Semi-Vowels
§ 9. There are two semi-vowels: the front # and the back y. They
can both precede and follow vowels: Muxmimr ‘he himself’, mml ‘month’,
van *storm’, ©ay ‘black’.
Congonants

§ 10. The following table represents the consonant system of Ossetic:

Stop
- - Fricative
Plain Affricate
— CONSONANTS
g el -
o @ 0 o i
o g g N @ o
- ~ Pl vt i o
e 3 v g & 8 & | 3
LS S T g v & N - w
58 2 s a8 & o o ) 4
o O et 5} &Q e’ W = z ;;i
- A - S & ~ :
Bilabial SN ST + & % i 5 M
Dental T4 Th 43 uk #
Prepalatal C E i P
Mediopalatal uogw Uk
N .
Postpalatal K ' Kb
T
Velar pog b s ™

§ 11. The voiceless stops 1l T ¥ are distinguished from the corre-
sponding Russian consonants by weaker articulation and aspiration: IMDHE
‘to comb wool', 1TalHH ‘to melt’, LT ‘honor', XKapx ‘hen’.

§ 12.  In the position after ¢ % ® and when geminate, the voiceless
stops lose their aspiration in Ossetic: XxmCT®l ‘near’, xacras ‘I looked',
xmekapl ! ‘scissors’, neennmy ‘boy’, wmrrTar ‘linen, canvas’, axgar ‘de-
serving, adequate’. Consonants of this type cannot be considered independent
phonemes; they are variants of the corresponding aspirated or voiced stops.

§ 13, Voiced ¢ 4 r are close to the corresponding Russian hard
consonants: 0as ‘pillow’, A0H'river’, gaz ‘lake’, IAd ‘bull’, xbByr ‘cow’,
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Future Tense

Present xanmer
Past Kauan
Future raauearr ‘intending to pour’ o

Cre rund
Kaarw, xaaredim ‘(while) pouring’

Conjugation of the Intransitive Verd

in the Past Tenses .
~

§122. The conjugation of intransitive verbs coincides with that of tran-
sifives, except in the past tenses. For a pattern, we give the conjugation
of the verb 1sumH 'to pour, be poured’.

Indicative

Past Tense
Singular Plural
KAxxTon KaOAHCTOM
KaJaarm KanmueTryr
wasua (ve ) ICEAILABICTH

&ﬁ%}f@m@ﬁ%@
Past Tense
~ Optative) ['52]

KHIARWH ranpaukeran [ xanpadcran
Kanaaue rampavrsar [xanpakacar

Kaxmana wasaamocoi [ wanaadicroi |

§123.  As is evident from these paradigms,
verbs in the past indicative have different inflects
HQULLTOH , Kanarad ,

transitive and intransitive
ons: on the one hand, v
etc., and on the other, NUIATEH, KUJATE, efc, As
far ae the paat tense of the subjunctive is concerned, the difference h&’ﬁ:’%@ﬁm
transitive and intransitive verbs boils down to the fact that in the former,
the stem consonant A of the past tenge is geminated: mauaTaME T would |
have poured’, but ramnamy ‘I would have been poured, have poured for my-
self’ {the gemination is rendered orthographically by 27},

Gemination takes place only after vowels and resonants (2 m AT
# ¥y). It does not occur after the fricatives ¢ x & a3 rp 3, being
“absorbed”™ by them. Thus, from ColmE ‘to lose’, the past indicative will
be Cabrom, not *cadnTom: and from CofiiE “to get lost':  gmbusu, not
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Thanks to the fricatives' praperty of “absarbing” the fol lowing
the past subjunctive forms of transitive and in-

*CoadaTay ) 'I would have losgt'
‘I would have gotten lost'

In the 3d sing. past and future indicative, along with the full forms xar.
QHC, KOnzmHuC, RAAOS@Hiue, truncated forms are also used: Iarne,
MLENR2OHW, KaNassHpy » Or RAXN, rx=nn J8H, KeJnam,

§124, Con jugation of the Verb vy ‘to be®

Indicative
Singular o Flural
Present Tense Momentaneaus Aspeat)
- Az eTYT
¥, ue, p T
Present Tense (Iterative Aspect)
befiieg ‘I often am’ B oo
Badilie Doty
Bogi e Brfiiiany
Past Tense
FEATHE ‘] was' FHLABIC T EEM
YEAT® ¥uameryr
yua(ue ) YHINCTH
Future Tense
~ JulasunsH ‘I shall be® YEAAC T
Juassu YHASHCTYT
yuAaeeH (uc ) VHA3ECTH
Subjunctive
Singular Plural

Present- Future Tense (Strong Aspect)

Vaun SMRRAM
yawo Yawxxar
Faun Yeuaereol
Present- Future Tense (Weak Aspect)
¥ ‘ Yurram
yue Yurcenr

ynz yuxxoi
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Past Tense (*52]
YIAME yuamaasun [ yuaadiocan )
yunanc yunammacer |yvaumaiiaar]
amn yunanreeot [ymnaitreeott

Future Tense

i R
; ::3:@ * f?? & o
va Vo
Imperative
2d ¥ 2d w7
1d o 3d ywor
PFarticiples
~ Fresent Feanear
Hast e
Future yuaar

Lrerund

§125.  The weak form of the present subjunctive {yur, yuo, cte)) in
the literary language is used only with preverbs: the-yue, (w)e-yur, ete,
Preverbal formations with ywi have the meaning of ‘becoming’. while
Geo-yun also means *to end, fo finish®,
Other peculiarities of preverbal formations with s are:
.1 The present indicative van be formed only from the iterative

~aspect:

thee- needi iy ‘I happen to be'

i&;?{; mﬁﬁ?@% ‘I become'

So-peliiinie ‘I have an ocecasion to be', ete,
& The combination of the preverb with the preseast tense of the mao-

manlaneous aspeact B3, s, ele., takes on the meaning of past tensge:

dosm 0 ‘T proved to be, T finished®

() cwnam ‘I became', etc.

.3 With the past indicative, the preverbs are not combined; there-
fore the formation of such combinations as ¥y RO TEH , *ﬁaﬁmf - Y BT
is impossible,

4 In the past indicative, 3d singular, the consonant -y is insert-
ed between the preverb and the verb: iiww.w%a . (iﬁ*sﬁ}{é g=pi¢  {from é@@*éﬁw%ﬁ%iq;’
Of=U=ne, wpla-u-uc,

+5 The strong aspect of the present subjunctive has two forms: a)
the normal, and b} with insertion of -y
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