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VERB 38
TENSES

o Hausa tenses: overview, meaning, and Marking

o Meaning
o Marking
"Active" vs. "stative" verbs
Completive
Continuative
Future
Subjunctive
"Indefinite" future
Habitual

Imperative

a @

SA

Meaning and
Marking
of Hausa Tenses

e Links to information on verb tenses

Overview

o Seven "tense" distinctions plus imperative
o Completive
~ o Continuative
o Future
Subjunctive
"Indefinite" Future
Habitual
Imperative
o The primary marking of "tense" distinctions resides in subject pronouns, NOT
verbs
» Two "tenses"--Completive and Continuative--distinguish a "plain" and a
"relative” form: a major factor determining this distinction is whether or not
something preceding the verb is questioned, emphasized, or relativized

O O O O

Meaning of Tenses

English and most other European languages have what is called absolute tense. This
means that simply by knowing the tense form of a verb, you know the basic time of the
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event. If you use a verb in past tense, the action already took place (it is past with respect
to the time of speaking). Likewise, future tense means that the action has not begun at the
time you are speaking, and present means the action is happening at the time you are
speaking.

In the absence of any context to the contrary, Hausa tenses can have similar meanings to
those of English, e.g.

[Past |They entered. ||Sun shiga. |
[Future |They will enter. ][Za su shiga. |
They are .

Present entering. Suna shiga.

But Hausa has what is called relative tense. This means that the tense form tells you
about the time of the event relative to some time of reference. If no time context is
mentioned, the assumption is that the time of reference is the moment of speaking, as in
the examples in the table above. However, if the time of reference is displaced to the past
or the future, English (which has absolute tense) must change the tense marking, whereas
Hausa continues to use the same forms as in the table above.

Past (past esterday by 3:00 they||Jiya da 3:00 sun shiga.
context) had entered.

Past (future |[Tomorrow at 3:00 they ||Gobe da 3:00 sun
context) will have entered. shiga.

Future (past |[Yesterday at 3:00 they |Jiya da 3:00 za su
context) were about to enter.  |ishiga.

Future 'Tomorrow at 3:00 they (|Gobe da 3:00 za su
(future will enter.* shiga.

context)

Present (past||Yesterday at 3:00 they |Jiya da 3:00 suna
context) were entering. shiga.

Present Tomorrow at 3:00 they ||Gobe da 3:00 suna
(future will be entering. shiga.

context)

*English continues to use the simple future since the event is in the future regardless of whether a future
context is expressed or not.

Marking of Tenses

English marks tense by changes in the verb form (enter vs. entered vs. entering) and/or
addition of auxiliary verbs (have, had, will, are, were, etc.). In Hausa, for the most part, the
verb itself does not change to mark tense differences. Hausa marks tense differences by
different sets of subject pronouns, sometimes with the pronoun combined with some
additional particle, such as preceding za, which marks future (see the table above). For this
reason, a subject pronoun must accompany every verb in Hausa, regardless of whether the
subject is known from previous context or is expressed by a noun subject. Here are some
examples:
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Na shiga na zauna. | entered and sat down.
("l entered | sat down.")

Yara sun shiga sun zauna. The children entered and sat
down.

("Children they entered they
sat down.")

Muna hira muna dariya e are chatting and laughing.
("We are chatting we are
laughing."

Yara suna hira suna dariya.  |[The children are chatting and
laughing.

("Children they are chatting
they are laughing.")

(Notice that although Hausa requires a subject pronoun with every verb, it does NOT have
a word like "and" between consecutive verbs.)

/\
"Active" vs.
= ]
"Stative" verbs
e Links to information on verb tenses
"Active" verbs represent some kind of action, such as run, enter, eat, take--in fact the large
majority of verbs.
"Stative" verbs represent a state of being, a mental state, or a static relationship, such as
be-nice, know, see, be-older-than.
In English, using an active or a stative verb has an effect on choice of tense.
N
|Active verb |lstative verb |
Wohn is drinking tea. |John sees the tea. |
John is doing something--he is he tea is in John's line of sight and
engaged in an ongoing activity. is registering in his brain--he is not
"doing" anything.
English uses the present English uses the simple present
progressive (a form of 'be' + the -  |[form of the verb.
ing form of the verb).

In Hausa, the "active" vs. "stative" sense also determines choice of tense.

Active verb referring to Stative verb referring to
resent time resent time
Bashir yana shan shayi. Bashir ya ga shayi.
'Bashir is drinking the tea.’ '‘Bashir sees the tea.'
Bashir is doing an action. The tea is in Bashir's line of sight
and is registering in his brain--he is
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| |Inot "doing” anything.

Hausa uses the Continuative, which{[Hausa uses the Completive, which

shows an event that is unfolding shows that the event is viewed as a

over time. "unit", i.e. the effects of the event are
complete.

English and Hausa differ, however. The Hausa Completive with a stative verb translates
as English Present, but the Completive with an active verb usually translates as English
Past tense. This is because the base meaning of the Completive is that the event is viewed
as "complete", i.e. its effects are no longer in a state of flux.

|Active verb with Completive |[Stative verb with Completive|

Bashir ya sha shayi. Bashir ya ga shayi.

'Bashir drank the tea.' '‘Bashir sees the tea.'

Bashir has completed the tea Bashir's mental picture of the tea is
drinking. complete--it is not evolving from one

moment to the next.

~~ |[The translation into English uses a |[The translation into English uses a
Past tense, showing that the event |(|Present tense, showing that the
came to an end at anearlier time. seeing is in effect at the present
moment.

o Back to top
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e Verb classes
o Variable Vowel Verbs

o Regular verbs other than Variable Vowel Verbs
o Minor verb classes of verbs and irregular verbs
e Derived verbs
o -0 verbs: "action toward the speaker"
o -u verbs: intransitive or "passive"
o Causative verbs
o Pluractional verbs (verbs showing reiterated action)
e Verbal nouns
o -wa verbal nouns
o hon-wa verbal nouns
Technical: the "Grade System" as a way of classifiying verbs

Verb

Classes

General
Remarks

¢ Links to information on verb forms

Factors influencing the forms that verbs take

Unlike most European languages, differences in Hausa verbs do not usually relate to
marking verb tense. However, Hausa has several verb classes that differ primarily in the
forms that verbs take depending on their objects or lack of objects. The factors that affect
the forms of verbs are the following:

o No object following: There may be no object present in the sentence at all, the
object may be someplace other than after the verb, or the word following the verb
may not be considered an "object" in Hausa.

No object at all: Ka saya? 'Did you buy (it)?"'
(the object is understood,
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perhaps from the context)

Object not after verb: Shinkafa na It is rice that |
saya. bought.
('rice' is the object, but itis
at the beginning of the
sentence for emphasis)

Word after verb not an Sun shiga gida. 'They entered the
"object": house.'
{(with most verbs of
motion, the goal of the
motion is a "locative”
rather than an object)

o Noun object following: In Hausa, any object which is not one of the special direct

~ object pronouns counts as a "noun" object.
Na sayi akwiya. 'l bought a goat.'
Ka sayi wannan? 'Did you buy this?'

(though wannan 'this' is a "pronoun"-
-it stands for a noun--it is not one of
the special direct object pronouns)

» Pronoun object following: In Hausa, "pronoun object" refers only to an object
expressed as one of the special direct object pronouns.

Na saye ta. 'l bought it.'

« Indirect object following: This may be either a pronoun indirect object or a noun
indirect object (in Hausa, indirect object always come immediately after the verb).

Na saya miki akwiya. ' have bought a goat for you.'
Na saya wa matata ita. 'l bought it for my wife.'

Variable
VYowel
Verbs
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¢ Links to information on verb forms
o See a list of representative Variable Vowel Verbs

Variable Vowel Verbs ("VVV's"), called Grade 2 in the Hausa Grade System, change their
final vowel depending on the type of object which follows the verb. This is true for all verb
tenses other than the Continuative (which uses the verbal noun rather than the base verb).
The vowel variants of VVVV's are as follows:

No object or direct object following verb (see below for indirect object)

Sum sdya. ¢ bought (6.
No object following -a m&fkﬁ m wk%ll ®
Pronoun object e Sw sayé ta. “They bought it
following Zin timbayé shi 1 will ask him’
. ] . |[Swa sayikuséwa. “They bought ckra’
Noun object following -1 o .
~ Zim tombiyi Misd. ] will ask Musa.

Tone--Note the following tonal features of VVVV's:

1. All transitive verbs which begin in Low tone are Variable Vowel Verbs.

2. All but 3-5 VVV's begin in Low tone. In the Kano dialect, the VVV's which do not
begin in Low tone are d'auka 'take’, d'iba 'dip out', and samu 'get'. Even these verbs
begin in Low tone when a pronoun or noun object follows. (See list of representative
VVV's with their tones marked.)

3. Two-syllable VVV's always have Low-High tones (see saya 'buy' in the examples
above).

4. Three-syllable VVV's have Low-High-Low tones when no object follows and Low-
Low-High when there is an object (see tambaya 'ask’ in the examples above). (Verbs
with more than three syllables add additional Low tones at the beginning.)

Indirect objects with VVV's

Before indirect objects, VVVV's take one of two patterns. One must simply learn which
pattern applies to a particular verb. Some verbs can use either (as with tambaya 'ask'’
below).

Reversed tone pattern:
Hi-Lo(-Hi) instead of Lo-Hi(-Lo)

Swua saya wi mdtanst kafie wi.
Zin tambiyd mash,

“Thay bought olora for their wives!
T will ask on his behalf”

All High tones with final -ar (becomes -am
before m)
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| |

S némal wh matansit knéwa. “They sought okra for their wives’
Zén tambayam masa, 1 will ask oo his behalf”

For more information on Variable Vowel Verbs, see discussion of verbal nouns for Variable
Vowel Verbs.

Regular
Verbs

_ other than Variable Vowel Verbs

o Links to information on verb forms
« See a list of representative "regular" verbs

By "regular" we mean verbs which follow predictable patterns of the majority of the basic

verbs of Hausa. Here, we will consider only verbs which begin in High-Tone and end in -a
or -e. (In the technical terminology of the Hausa Grade System, these are Grades 1 & 4.)
These verbs have the following forms:

1. Base form final vowel: Long -a or long -e.

7. Base form tone: Two-syllable verbs have High-Low tones. Three-syllable verbs have
High-Low-High tones. (Verbs of more than three syllables have additional High tone

syllables at the beginning.) (See note on tone of pronoun objects.)

3. Noun object following: The final vowel shortens for all verbs; three-syllable verbs
have final Low tone. (See note on vowel length of final -e.)

4. Everywhere else, regular verbs take their base form.

Sun tirgd. “They counted (ther).”
Z4n katants. T swill read (49
No object following
Sun gané. “They understand.’
Zis ajge. 1 will deposit G4
Sun firgd “Thay countad them.”

. Zén katiantd shi T will read it’
Pronoun object

following Sun gané ta. “They recognized her.’
Z&n ajyeshl 1 will depositit’
Noun object following
Lt/ vemaress Tonrmat mela edu/humnet/aflane/Hausa/Hausa online_grammar/Verb%20forr... 4.1 2001

Verbix: Hausa notes



Verb forms Page 5 of 6

Sun thga. “They countad (thera).”

Z4x katdnts. 1 will read GO

Suan gané. “They understand.’

Zan ajye. 1 will deposit (9.

Sux Firgd mutni “They counted (ther) for ma.’

) . 74w katantawa yfrs. T will read (i0) 10 the children”
Indirect object

following Sux gané matd. “They saw through her'

Z4w ajiye wa shigabana. 1 will deposit (19 for my boss.”

Minor Verb

~ Classes

and irregular
verbs

o Links to information on verb forms

By far the largest classes of underived verbs in Hausa are Variable Vowel Verbs and
"reqular” verbs ending in -a or -e. There are a few verbs in Hausa which do not follow the
patterns of these verbs. We divide them into five groups here:

1. Intransitive verbs: A number of intransitive verbs end in -i or -u. These final vowels
not found with the common verb classes. A fairly large group of intransitives resemble
N Variable Vowel Verbs in that they end in -a and have Low-High tones, but unlike
VVWV's, they have short final vowels. Some intransitive verbs also have High-High
tones with final short -a. Since intransitive verbs, by definition, cannot take objects,
they do not undergo the types of variations that transitive verbs can undergo. (See a
list of representative intransitive verbs.)

2. Monosyllabic verbs: All but two monosyllabic verbs have High tone (the two
exceptions are sa 'put on; cause' and ce 'say’, which have falling tones and pattern
with regular verbs in -a or -e). Monosyllabic verbs are invariant except that those that
end in a short vowel lengthen their vowel before a pronoun direct object. (See a list of
monosyllabic verbs.)

3. The verbs biya 'pay' jira 'wait for', kira 'call', riga 'precede': These four verbs have
High-High tones and long final -a everywhere. They are "irregular” in the sense that
there are only four of them and they have unusual verbal nouns. (See a list of
"irreqular" verbs, including biya, jira, kira.)

4 The verbs bari'leave', sani'know', gani 'see": These three verbs drop the final -i
before any object. Gani drops the final -ni before noun objects. (See a list of
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"irregular” verbs, including bari, sani, gani.)

5 The verb ba/bayargive': This is the most irregul
'give' in all forms.

The table illustrates group (2) with bi 'follow' and ja 'pull’ (monosy
long vowels respectively), (3) kira 'call' (representing also jira'wai
(4) bari 'leave' (also representing sani 'know') and gani 'see’.

S bi “Thay followed (her).’
Zan sha. T will drink {it)”
No object following | Swe kird. “They called (them).’
Ta bari. “She laftoff’
Zasu gani, “They will e
S bi ta “They followad hat’
~~ Zén shé shi 4 will drink it
Pronoun object S kivd st “They called them.'
following
T& haxshi. ‘She leftit”
Zash ganta “They will see her?
Swn hi Lawmi “They followed Lami.’
Zéan sha shayl 4 will drink tea’
Noun object Sun kivd yara  “They callad the children’
following
T4 bax abincinth.  ‘She left her food”
ZasugaLdmi  “They willseeLami’
Swn bi mimiawdkina  “They followed my goats for me’
Zan sha musd KA, 41 swill outwit them.”
Indirect object
~ following Sem kivd wa Limi yaxd. They called the children for Lasd.’
Ta hay muand kadi “She left us money,”

httn://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/aﬂang/Hausa/Hausa_online_gr
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ar verb in Hausa. See a table with ba

llabic verbs with short and
t for' and biya 'pay'), and
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Some commonly used causative verbs

Base “Long" form Causative

fita ‘goout’ fita¥ “take out, remove’

gayh “all’ gaya?  ‘greet

kbva “earn’ koyaf  “teach (a subject)’
xwind  “Hedown’ kwantaf “lay, lay out’

sand Snow’ sanaf  ‘inform’

shigs ‘entes’ shigs¥  ‘putin,insert’

wii ‘go’ wifyaf  ‘move along; administer’
wayd  swop wayaf  ‘stop, bring 1o a halt’

wihald ‘havetroutle’  wahslal ‘cause rouble for

oi ‘eat’ ciyef  “feed
shi ‘drink’ shiyed  ‘water, irrigate’

Some verbs without clear non-Causative bases
7kad “takes, carry’ iyaf  ‘throw down’

~ (mayh) ‘goback’ mayef  ‘teplace, return (thing)’
nashl gstup’ wyel ‘raise, get (someons) up’

fid dd
goi da

afida
50l 44
wrahal da

ol da
shidd

ké g4
i di
wWdd

“Pre-pronoun”
“Short” form  form

fisshé
gaidhé

.....

ahishe

kishé
maizhé
tashé

kakayar: The meaning relation is rot clear, and the absence of ¢ in the "shod" form

is unexplained, if in fact these verbs are related.

- The verb mega is in the large Hausa dictionaries, but it is rarely, if ever

used in modern Hausa,
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Variable Vowel Verbs

Verb Verbal Noun VN class

furd aurd HH-¢ “marey’ &0
cizd ciads HL-O ‘hitew <2
clia clitd = verb ‘cheat, injure’” 6\
dima dimi HL-b ‘bother”  ¢3
dauka daukd = verb ‘take. pick up” @
dibi dibi = verh *dip out’ v
diba dabi HH-a ook at’ 64
fada fadi HL-1 ‘say’ oS
{ahimta fakimtd = verb understand” &
giidi giido HL-O ‘inheritt oL
ghyyatd givvatit = verb mvite” 6l
haifa Haifirwd feminine suf.  ‘give birth 107
himga hingé LH-¢ ‘spol, see” ©b
Kalla Kallo HH-0 watcht %
karba Kirfa = verb faccept, take” &1
kora Kora = verb ‘chase off” @
kbdya koyo LH-0 ‘fearn’ 0
mird i HLA slap’ 6

némi némi HH-a ‘look fort Y
saka saki HLA ‘release” €D
samil samb = verb ‘get, receive’ &
sard s HH-4 ‘chop™ 64
saurird sauries LLH-0 “listen: wait’

saya saye LH-¢ ‘buy’ e
tiimakit thimako LHH-0 ‘help” ©9
timbayd thmbayi = verb fask’ o

tsintd Hinluwi feminine suf.  “Come across’
yimnki vanki HH-a cutoft” 4
7iiba Zabe LH-¢ ‘choose” &6
Zhga zagi HL- ‘abuse. insult” 6y
zirgh viirgt LH-i ‘blame, accuse” YO
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Regular verb classes
with -wa Verbal Nouns

" Verb Verbal noun  Verb class

~

54 sdwi Grade 1 ‘puton” 2
~A / - ¢ haoth hitiwi Grade 1 rest 3

jattaba jaFtihiwa Grade 1 Clest try out” 7

o Giwi Grade 4 “say’ 2
dadé dadéwi Grade 4 ‘lasta long time” =
ajiyc ajivéwi Grade 4 “put away. put down’ 3
c fitat fiatwa Grade 5 ‘remove” S
-l ' A e =
sayar suyiiwia Grade 3 sell A
kiwd Kiwowa Grade 6 ‘bring’ ¢

- tarmbayn tambayowi Gieade 6 “ask and cone” 6

~ Kiru Karuwa Grade 7 ‘be improved” 4
J tiru diruwa Grade 7 ‘gather’ q
~
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®

!a'a%ga!ar Verbs
and their Verbal Nouns

Intransitive verbs with feminine verba nouns

fadi {ad o gallr ™
giji ghjiyi ‘be tired” 2©
haift haihdwa ‘give birth” 2 &
it Wi ‘die” %
i tiliva ‘go, travel”  Jo

Transitive verbs with High-High tones endingin -a

bivit hivit pay’

jira jira ‘wait for’ 250

kird kird ‘call’

{eave, know, ‘see’

bari bari Heave”

sant san know' !
N gani gu weet

Irregular monosyliabic verbs

i€ zuwil g’ WO

70 Zawil come”

bi Baviiwi ‘give’ v

Witee/frorw hnmnet.ucla.edu/humnet/aflang/Hausa/Hausa_online_grammar/V erb%?20forr... 6.1.2001
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Some verbs with both
-wa and non-wa Verbal
Verb nonwa VN VN Class
daki daki = verb
godt godiva feminine suf.
gyari gyari HH-a
hath hitd HH-0
Kitmé kimd HL-0
kafantd  KAFa LLH-4
kwintd  kwinciva  feminine suf.
Rard Rard HLA
midntd Wil feminine suf.
motsi s LH4
rabi rith LH-0
Fublita Fiblio LLH-u
shiryil shirl HL-
shitkd shika = yerb

— wanké  wanki HLA
7and Zane LH-¢

—

Verbix: Hausa notes

Nouns

spound grain’
‘thank’
fix”

“rest”
‘cateh’
yead

“Hie down’
‘increase’
forget’
rove’
‘separate’
‘write'
‘prepare’
plant’
‘wash’
“draw’
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Intransitive Verbs with long final vowel

for Verbal Noun
Verb Yerbal noun
Baya fitiva
fia {it
s st
Kimith Lamad
klmbura Kb
fowim R
Hira Hua
nling aiii
sauka siuki
shiga shigi
yarda vitida
Bact Hiact
N\
S~
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“hide’ «
‘goout’ Lo
“arrive: suffice’ L0
‘he fiting” M
swellup” o
‘spend the pight” 9
swatch over” o

“ripen: get done (cooking)” (e

‘descend” (o
‘enter” LY

fagree” L9

“be spoiled or ruined”
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Monosyllabic Verbs with
Falling tone Verbal Nouns

Verb Verbal noun

bi bsi ‘follow”™ /20

¢ ¢l feat’

i i ‘surpass, be better” 70
it ii ‘hear, feel. taste, smell’

K1 & refuse, dislike”

vi ¥i ‘do, make’

ji il pull’ .

sha shi “drink; experience’ \

%0 e “want, like, love’ 1
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